Week 2 What Do the Apostles Expect of Me?

Jonathan Srock / General Adult

Can a Christian Say "No"?

Description

We will explore Acts and the New Testament letters. Went to the apostles and
those writing the New Testament outline as Christian character and behavior? Do
they give me any wiggle room?

Opening Prayer (10 Minutes)
Teaching and Discussion (70 Minutes)
The Epistles and Christian Responsibility

There are many imperative commands throughout the New Testament epistles
from Romans to Revelation. We cannot cover them all in this life group.

We are only concerned about one’s dealing with compassion and hospitality, and
some others about relationships in general. There are 9,626 commands in the
epistles in 3,020 verses.

We will deal with Christian relationships first, then move on to topics that in fall
under Christian and unbeliever relationships, and then deal with unbeliever
relationships.

We will cover compassion, mercy, and hospitality next week. They are not
included in this list for time’s sake.

Loving One Another

We often think that the commands in the Bible are meant for us personally. But the
majority of commands to “you” are poor, referring to the whole church or
community of believers. It’s not that we don’t have personal commands but that
we must live in community
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The word for “love” in the epistles is overwhelmingly the Greek word for
unconditional love (agape). This is the kind of love we give to one another.

Other ways to understand “unconditional love” are in love with no strings attached,
sacrificial love, and vulnerability in loving others.

We put ourselves out there and hope our love will be accepted and reciprocated.
This is the danger of unconditional love.

The Bible uses command unconditional love one another between married couples
(Ephesians 5:25, 33). | have included commands to unconditionally love one
another as part of the faith community.

Romans 12:10
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.

How does Paul describe what unconditional love Christians looks like? Do you
think about love this way?

Colossians 3:14
And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony.

Paul talks about several Christian virtues, but he says love is above them all. It is
also the bond that brings harmony in the body of Christ between its many members
and personalities.

1 John 4:7-8

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love.

This is a familiar passage to most of us.
Is there anything you see in a fresh way?
See also: 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:23; 4:11-12; 2 John 5

Bearing with One Another

To bear with one another is to (word study). Paul uses this phrase a couple of times
in his letters.

Unconditional love is not easy. We have personality clashes, doctrinal differences,
and relationship dynamics in the body of Christ.
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To bear with one another means we put those differences aside for the sake of the
unity of the community. Paul knows better than anyone that these differences could
separate us primarily.

It is our responsibility to bear with one another in unconditional love.

Galatians 6:1-5

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone
thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one
test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in
his neighbor. For each will have to bear his own load.

What of the traditions for restoring someone?

What could get in the way of our Christian relationships that we would need
to bear with one another?

Romans 15:1
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not
to please ourselves.

What makes a Christian “strong”?

Avenging and Defending Yourself

We can often be misunderstood in our views or the way we react to people and
treat them. Even if this is not our intention, we want to defend ourselves.

Paul talks about anger in his letters often. Part of anger is to lash out and avenge
ourselves for what we perceive as wrongs and opposition to us.

But Paul and Peter teach us not to avenge ourselves and lash out.

Romans 12:19-21

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, [ will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy
Is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing
you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

Do you have trouble not avenging yourself? How can we do better at this?

How hard is it for us to wait for God to avenge us? Why do you think this is?
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1 Thessalonians 5:15
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one
another and to everyone.

Could we see this as a responsibility, not only to repay no one evil for evil but
to make sure the Christians are following the same rule? How can we do this?

See also: 1 Peter 3:9

Making Peace

One of the biggest challenges to the unity of the body is for us to lay down our
own desires and egos and work with other people to bring peace to every volatile
situation.

| have not included them in this list but humility and putting others above our own
desires and goals is essential to peace.

In the Bible, peace can me stopping our hostilities. But it more often in the epistles
means to be in harmonious agreement with people, to bring well-being and health
to our relationships.

This is obviously much harder than just not fighting with people or staying away
from them. It calls us to lay down our own agenda and champion our relationships
with people.

Romans 12:16
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.

How does Paul describe making peace were living at peace with one another?

Romans 12:18
If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

Peace requires people. What are some situations where we may not be able to
make peace?

Philippians 2:2
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind.

Have you ever thought of peace as thinking the same way and being unified?
How does this help the peace process?
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See also: Romans 14:19; 15:5; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Philippians 4:2; 1
Thessalonians 5:13; James 2:18; 1 Peter 3:8

Evangelism and Making Disciples

Because the epistles were written to Christians, there is not a whole lot of teaching
on how to evangelize or passages that described it. Mainly, they focus on Christian
living and the way we live for Christ should show others His character.

We can use examples from the epistles of how the apostles talk about making
disciples and growing in Christ as examples of how we must make disciples.

We should note that every Christian is required both to evangelize and make
disciples. As we grow in Christ, we should be helping others grow in Christ.
Sometimes that relationship is reciprocal.

The passion of newer Christians should’s press on to continue our passion with
Christ. Their questions should help us grow in looking for answers to help them.

Colossians 3:12-17

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

What sticks out to you in Paul’s description of putting in Christ and the new
self?

Romans 6:4

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.

How does Paul’s description of Christian baptism show us how to deal with
sin?

See also: Ephesians 2:1-10
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Dealing with Unbelievers, the World, and Culture

The epistles of the New Testament talk a lot about Christian relationships,
including ones with unbelievers. It is hard sometimes to know exactly what the
New Testament says about Christian relationships with unbelievers.

The New Testament is pointedly against partnerships with unbelievers, especially
colonists to be wise in the way we act around them.

Ephesians 5:7-13

Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,

What kind of partnerships should not be happening between us?

Are there partnerships that could be beneficial?

Colossians 4:5
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.

We have to use wisdom with outsiders because they do not have the same
principles and the Lord as we do. They do not have the same moral center we do
either.

| do not want to say that all unbelievers are not like us. | am not trying to say that
they are all bad.

The reason we need wisdom is that we need to know whether we can work with an
unbeliever and in what ways, and in what ways we cannot go along with them.

What do you think Paul means by making the most of every opportunity?

See also: 1 Corinthians 9:21; 14:16, 23-24; 2 Corinthians 6:14-16; 1 Thessalonians
4:12: 1 Timothy 3:7

Suffering for Christ and Righteousness

If you do not believe the Bible talks about suffering, just take a glance at all the
passages | have listed for the section. This is just hitting the high points. There are
many more.
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We must understand what true suffering is and what it is not. Without this
definition, we can claim we are suffering or being persecuted without
understanding exactly what that means.

Philippians 1:29
For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only
believe in him but also suffer for his sake,

We don’t like to talk about suffering, but at how Paul describes at four the
Philippians. It is a grace, to be granted by God, for them to suffer for the sake of
Christ.

Do we think about suffering like that?

What does it mean to suffer for the sake of Christ?

1 Peter 4:12-16

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you
share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer
or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.

The way Peter talks about suffering for righteousness, it should be expected. But
does that mean we should seek suffering?

What kind of suffering is not” Christian” in nature?

See also: Romans 4:14-16; 5:3-4; 8:18; 11:25-26; 2 Corinthians 1:8-9; Colossians
1:24: 1 Corinthians 12

Persecution

We are not used to talking and persecution in our American culture. But the Bible
has no trouble talking about persecution. We should not be surprised by
persecution just like we are not surprised by suffering.

When we have a different Lord and Master them the world, there should be
clashes.

What kinds of things can we consider wrongly focused persecution or
suffering against us?
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What about being “persecuted” for the way we treat others, our personality,
or our other than religious beliefs?

Are there different levels of persecution?

Romans 12:14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

Christians are called to react to persecution unlike the world. How do we bless
people who persecute and curse us?

What do you think is the outcome of such reactions to persecution by the
world?

How can we handle persecution in this way?

See also: 1 Corinthians 4:12; 2 Corinthians 4:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:4; 2 Timothy
3:11-12; 1 Peter 3:9

Do They Give Me Any Wiggle Room?

A lot of the commands and situations you find the New Testament speaking to for
Christians seems one-handed. In this sense, it seems like we must “take our
listings” without any recourse.

It seems we will be on the losing end of many of our relationships according to
New Testament teaching on the matter. But for as much as we will suffer for
Christ, He gives us more grace (2 Corinthians 12:9.

The Holy Spirit well help us because He is greater than was in the world (1 John
4:4). We cannot rely on our own strength or resources. We must rely on Jesus and
the Holy Spirit.

Application (10 Minutes)
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