Wisdom for Today
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1. What Is Wisdom? Proverbs: Introduction, Wisdom in Proverbs,

Chapter 1
Description: We must begin to have biblical wisdom by understanding what it is.
Then we will move into the book of Proverbs, cover the introduction to the book,
and look at Proverbs 1 and apply it to our lives.
What is wisdom?
Book Introduction
Wisdom in Proverbs
Chapter 1
i. Section 1: The Purposes and Foundation of Wisdom (Proverbs 1:1-7)
ii. Section 2: Don’t Follow Sinners (Proverbs 1:8-19)
iii. Section 3: The Call of Wisdom (Proverbs 1:20-33)
e. Proverbs for Today

2. Proverbs: Chapters 2-9, Proverbs for Today
Description: Proverbs 2-9 is the only part of Proverbs except for Proverbs 31:10-31
that has the typical verse-by-verse progressive flow. We will see a father’s
instructions to his sons dealing especially with adultery and temptation as well as
counsel on how to live wisely.
a. Proverbs 2: Wisdom Delivers the Righteous
i. Section 1: Seeking Wisdom (Proverbs 2:1-5)
ii. Section 2: Deliverance from Evil People (Proverbs 2:6-15)
iii. Section 3: Deliverance from Lady Folly (Proverbs 2:16-19)
iv. Section 4: Walking with the Righteous (Proverbs 2:20-22)
b. Proverbs 3: Keys to Righteous Living
i. Section 1: Trust in the Lord (Proverbs 3:1-12)
ii. Section 2: Value of Wisdom (Proverbs 3:13-20)
iii. Section 3: Guarded by Sound Wisdom and Discretion (Proverbs 3:21-27)
iv. Section 4: Generous and Peaceful Living (Proverbs 3:28-35)
c. Proverbs 4: A Father’s Instruction
i. Section 1: Get Wisdom (Proverbs 4:1-9)
ii. Section 2: Follow Wisdom, Not the Wicked (Proverbs 4:10-19)
iii. Section 3: Listen to Wisdom (Proverbs 4:20-27)
d. Proverbs 5: Avoid Adultery at All Costs
i. Section 1: The Adulteress Is a Trap (Proverbs 5:1-6)
ii. Section 2: She’s Not Worth It (Proverbs 5:7-14)
iii. Section 3: Be Overjoyed with Your Wife (Proverbs 5:15-23)
e. Proverbs 6: Practical Approaches to Life
i. Section 1: Save Yourself from Bad Decisions (Proverbs 6:1-5)
ii. Section 2: Learn to Not Be Lazy (Proverbs 6:6-11)
iii. Section 3: Hates and Abominations to the Lord (Proverbs 6:12-15)
iv. Section 4: Wisdom Keeps You from Adultery (Proverbs 6:16-35)
f.  Proverbs 7: The Allure of Adultery
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i. Section 1: Make Wisdom Your Friend (Proverbs 7:1-5)
ii. Section 2: An Illustration of Lady Folly (Proverbs 7:6-23)
iii. Section 3: The Consequences of Giving In (Proverbs 7:24-29)
g. Proverbs 8: Wisdom Calls to You
i. Section 1: Good and Truthful Wisdom (Proverbs 8:1-11)
ii. Section 2: The Ways and Benefits of Wisdom (Proverbs 8:12-21)
iii. Section 3: Wisdom and Creation (Proverbs 8:22-31)
iv. Section 4: Blessed by Listening to Wisdom (Proverbs 8:32-36)
h. Proverbs 9: Wisdom and Folly Compared
I. Section 1: Wisdom Calls to the Simple (Proverbs 9:1-6)
ii. Section 2: The Scoffer Versus the Righteous (Proverbs 9:7-12)
lii. Section 3: Lady Folly and Her Victims (Proverbs 9:13-18)
i. Proverbs for Today

3. Proverbs: Chapters 10-22a, Proverbs for Today

Description: Proverbs 10-22a are proverbs attributed to Solomon. Unlike the
beginning of the book, these proverbs change topics from one verse to the next. The
subject matter of them is so varied that most people read them by topic or read
them all together in each chapter.

a. How to Read and Understand Proverbs 10-31

b. Organizing Proverbs 10-31

c. Selective Readings from Proverbs 10-22a

d. Proverbs for Today

4. Proverbs: Chapters 22b-31, Proverbs for Today
Description: The authors of the last nine chapters of Proverbs vary. The style of the
Proverbs in each section by each author also varies. Proverbs finishes with an
alphabetical Proverbs in the Hebrew language to the Virtuous Woman.
a. Authors and Arrangement of Proverbs 22b-31
b. Listen to My Wisdom (Proverbs 22:17-29)
i. Section 1: Incline Your Ear (Proverbs 22:17-21)
ii. Section 2: Precept for a Good Reputation (Proverbs 22:22-29)
c. Various Topics from Proverbs 23-29
d. Agur’s Wisdom (Proverbs 30)
i. Section 1: The Futility of Humanity (Proverbs 30:1-9)
ii. Section 2: There Are Those... (Proverbs 30:10-14)
iii. Section 3: Never Satisfied (Proverbs 30:15-17)
iv. Section 4: Too Wonderful for Me (Proverbs 30:18- 20)
v. Section 5: The Earth Trembles (Proverbs 30:21-23)
vi. Section 6: Small and Wise (Proverbs 30:24-28)
vii. Section 7: Tread and Travel (Proverbs 30:29-30)
viii. Section 8: Cover Your Mouth! (Proverbs 30:32-33)
e. Proverbs of King Lemuel (Proverbs 31:1-9)
f. The Virtuous Woman (Proverbs 31:10-31), An Alphabetical Proverbs
g. Proverbs for Today
5. Ecclesiastes: Ecclesiastes and the Meaning of Life Part 1
We go over the information about the book of Ecclesiastes and its introduction.
Then we talk about the most important word in Ecclesiastes and do a breakdown of



the chapters from 1-6. We finish by talking about Ecclesiastes 4 today and what it
can teach us about the meaning of life.
a. Ecclesiastes Book Introduction
b. The Most Important Word
c. The Great Experiment (Ecclesiastes 1)
i. Section 1: All Is Vanity (Ecclesiastes 1:1-11)
ii. Section 2: Testing Life Experiences with Wisdom (Ecclesiastes 1:12-18)
d. Testing Pleasure, Wisdom, and Work (Ecclesiastes 2)
i. Test 1: Pleasure (Ecclesiastes 2:1-11)
ii. Test2: Wisdom (Ecclesiastes 2:12-17)
iii. Test 3: Work (Ecclesiastes 2:18-26)
e. Knowing the Times (Ecclesiastes 3)
i. A Season for Everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)
ii. Always Working (Ecclesiastes 3:9-15)
iii. The Same End (Ecclesiastes 3:16-22)
f. Vanity under the Sun (Ecclesiastes 4)
i. Life Sucks (Ecclesiastes 4:1-3)
ii. Working Is Worthless (Ecclesiastes 4:4-8)
iii. Don’t Go It Alone (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)
iv. Legacy and Inheritance Are Wasted (Ecclesiastes 4:13-18)
g. Don’t Waste Your Time (Ecclesiastes 5-6)
i. Shut Your Mouth before God (Ecclesiastes 5:1-7)
ii. Chasing Fortune Is a Dead End (Ecclesiastes 5:8-17)
iii. Strategy: Settle for Enjoyment (Ecclesiastes 5:18-20)
iv. Lacking Enjoyment Leads Nowhere (Ecclesiastes 6:1-12)
h. Ecclesiastes for Today
6. Ecclesiastes: Ecclesiastes and the Meaning of Life Part 2
In the last half of Ecclesiastes, Solomon returns to familiar themes of work,
pleasure, wisdom, foolishness, righteousness, wickedness, and the end-of-life. At the
very end, he answers the question entertained throughout the whole book — the
meaning of life.
a. The Difference between Wisdom and Folly (Ecclesiastes 7)
i. Contrasting Wisdom and Folly (Ecclesiastes 7:1-13)
ii. Contrasting Righteousness and Wickedness (Ecclesiastes 7:14-29)
b. God and Leaders (Ecclesiastes 8)
i. Obey Your Leaders (Ecclesiastes 8:1-9)
ii. Fear God (Ecclesiastes 8:10-13)
iii. You Cannot Know What God Does (Ecclesiastes 8:14-17)
c. Death and Enjoying Life (Ecclesiastes 9:1-10)
i. Everyone Has the Same End (Ecclesiastes 9:1-6)
ii. Enjoy Life (Ecclesiastes 9:7-10)
d. The Way of the Wise and Foolish (Ecclesiastes 9:11-10:20)
Do Your Best (Ecclesiastes 11)
f. Fear the Lord until the End (Ecclesiastes 12)
i. Remember Your Creator (Ecclesiastes 12:1-8)
ii. Fear God and Keep His Commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:9-14)
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g. Ecclesiastes for Today
7. Wisdom for Various Trials Part 1

Description: James gives God’s wisdom from the various trials Christians indoor in
his time and today. He addresses his congregation scattered abroad on how to deal
with trials ranging from temptation to speech.
a. Introduction to James
b. Greeting (James 1:1)
c. Various Trials in the Christian Life (James 1:1-27)
I. Pure Joy in Various Trials (James 1:2-4)
ii. The Trial of Wisdom (James 1:5-8)
iii. The Trial of Humility(James 1:9-12)
iv. The Trial of Temptation (James 1:13-18)
v. The Trial of Anger (James 1:19-21)
vi. The Trial of Doing the Word (James 1:22-27)
d. The Trials of Partiality and Living Faith (James 2:1-26)
i. The Trial of Partiality (James 2:1-13)
ii. The Trial of Living Faith (James 2:14-26)
e. The Trial of the Tongue (James 3:1-12)
f. James for Today

8. Wisdom for Various Trials Part 2
Description: James continues to address his congregation, and modern Christians,

with the timeless trials we all face. He concludes his letter with trials concerning
wisdom, worldliness, and suffering.
a. The Trial of Heavenly Wisdom (James 3:13-18)
b. The Trials of Worldliness and Expecting Tomorrow (James 4:1-17)
i. The Trial of Worldliness (James 4:1-12)
ii. The Trial of Expecting Tomorrow (James 4:13-17)
c. The Trials of Wealth, Suffering, and Afflictions (James 5:1-20)
i. The Trial of Wealth (James 5:1-6)
ii. The Trial of Suffering (James 5:7-12)
iii. The Trial of Afflictions (James 5:13-20)
d. James for Today



