Assorted Proverbs Part 2 (Proverbs 22:17-31:31)

Jonathan Srock / General

Wisdom for Today

Opening Prayer (5 minutes)
Teaching (45 minutes)

Authors and Arrangement of Proverbs 22b-31

Proverbs 22:17-24:34 — Words of the Wise. Some scholars attempt to tie section
to Egyptian Proverbs for Amenhotep. They have tried to make it match the 30
or so sayings given to him by the Egyptians.

Proverbs 25:1-29:27 — Solomon’s Proverbs Collected by Hezekiah
Proverbs 30:1-33 — The Words of Agur

Proverbs 31:1-9 — The Words of King Lamuel

Proverbs 31:10-31 — The Virtuous Woman

Proverbs 22:17-24:34 much more resemble Proverbs 1-9 in the way they have
one person speaking to one son and the Proverbs are much more connected than
disjointed as they are in the Proverbs of Solomon (Proverbs 10:1-22:16).

Solomon has a second set of Proverbs attributed to him in Proverbs 25-29.

The last three sets of Proverbs are devoted to two different people who
collected and gave Proverbs, as well as The Virtuous Woman, an alphabetical
proverb where each line in the proverb begins as the next letter of the Hebrew
alphabet.

Listen to My Wisdom (Proverbs 22:17-29)
Section 1 — Incline Your Ear (Proverbs 22:17-21)
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The sage calls his listeners to hear him and gives the listeners 30 sayings of
wisdom and proverb. Their goal is to help the listener know the truth.

Section 2 — Precepts for a Good Reputation (Proverbs
22:22-29)

This section almost goes back into the random topics we have seen from
Solomon’s Proverbs. But there are a few themes such as theft of the poor,
anger, finances, removing landmarks, and hard work.

Proverbs 22:26-29

Be not one of those who give pledges, who put up security for debts. If you
have nothing with which to pay, why should your bed be taken from under you?
Do not move the ancient landmark that your fathers have set. Do you see a man
skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before
obscure men.

Proverbs 23:10-11
Do not move an ancient landmark or enter the fields of the fatherless, for their
Redeemer is strong; he will plead their cause against you.

Proverbs 23 — Dangers of Alcohol

Proverbs 23:20-21
Be not among drunkards or among gluttonous eaters of meat, for the drunkard
and the glutton will come to poverty, and slumber will clothe them with rags.

Proverbs 23:29-35

Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaining? Who
has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? Those who tarry long
over wine; those who go to try mixed wine. Do not look at wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup and goes down smoothly. In the end it bites like a
serpent and stings like an adder. Your eyes will see strange things, and your
heart utter perverse things. You will be like one who lies down in the midst of
the sea, like one who lies on the top of a mast. “They struck me,” you will say,
“but I was not hurt; they beat me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake? I
must have another drink.”

Proverbs 24 — Wisdom Versus Wicked People
Wisdom/Wise (Proverbs 24:3-7, 13-14)
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Wickedness/Evil (Proverbs 24:1-2, 8-9, 15-18, 19-20, 24-25)

Proverbs 24:5-7

A wise man is full of strength, and a man of knowledge enhances his might, for
by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of counselors there
Is victory. Wisdom is too high for a fool; in the gate he does not open his
mouth.

Proverbs 24:8-9
Whoever plans to do evil will be called a schemer. The devising of folly is sin,
and the scoffer is an abomination to mankind.

Proverbs 25 — Relationship with Your Neighbor

Proverbs 25:9-10
Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s secret,
lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end.

Proverbs 25:17-18

Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor’s house, lest he have his fill of you
and hate you. A man who bears false witness against his neighbor is like a war
club, or a sword, or a sharp arrow.

Proverbs 26 — The Simile Proverbs

(Proverbs 26:1-2, 7-11, 18, 22)

Proverbs 26:1-2

Like snow in summer or rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool. Like a
sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying, a curse that is causeless does
not alight.

Proverbs 26:7-11

Like a lame man’s legs, which hang useless, is a proverb in the mouth of fools.
Like one who binds the stone in the sling is one who gives honor to a fool. Like
a thorn that goes up into the hand of a drunkard is a proverb in the mouth of
fools. Like an archer who wounds everyone is one who hires a passing fool or
drunkard. Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.

Proverbs 26 — Laziness

Proverbs 26:13-16
The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! There is a lion in the streets!”
As a door turns on its hinges, so does a sluggard on his bed. The sluggard buries
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his hand in the dish; it wears him out to bring it back to his mouth. The sluggard
Is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can answer sensibly.

Proverbs 27 — Humility

(Proverbs 27:1-3, 5, 9, 17)

Proverbs 27:1-2
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring. Let
another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.

Proverbs 27:17
Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.

Proverbs 28 — The Law and Justice

(Proverbs 28:2, 4,7, 9, 13)

Proverbs 28:4
Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but those who keep the law strive
against them.

Proverbs 28:7
The one who keeps the law is a son with understanding, but a companion of
gluttons shames his father.

Proverbs 29 — Discipline

Proverbs 29:1
He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken beyond
healing.

Proverbs 29:11
A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back.

Agur’s Wisdom (Proverbs 30)
Section 1: The Futility of Humanity (Proverbs 30:1-9)

This depicts the person without wisdom and understanding. It shows the futility
of not learning wisdom and living by it. It has a peculiar and often unseen
feature of questions in the Proverbs. In contrast, God is always true. The person
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asks for two things from God — (1) Remove falsehood and (2) To avoid the
trappings of this life by only giving what is needed.

Section 2: There Are Those... (Proverbs 30:10-14)

Proverbs 30:10 | attached to the next section because it talks about the same
thing Proverbs 30:11 talks about. First, servants curse those who slander them
before their masters. Next, there are those who curse their parents. He describes
people who see themselves one way but are the opposite.

Section 3: Never Satisfied (Proverbs 30:15-17)

He starts with the leech who always wants more without giving anything. Then
there is a numerical proverb about that are never satisfied. Proverbs 30:17 does
not fit with the other verses but reminds you of the one who curses his father.

Section 4: Too Wonderful for Me (Proverbs 30:18-20)

Another numerical proverb talks about things that are too wonderful for human
beings to comprehend, most dealing with creation. Proverbs 30:20 is closely
related to the way of a man with a virgin in the line before it.

Section 5: The Earth Trembles (Proverbs 30:21-23)

Another numerical proverb describes improbable situations that could come to
pass.

Section 6: Small and Wise (Proverbs 30:24-28)

And almost riddle formula, this section says there are four things that are small
but very wise. Then he proceeds to tell you what the small things are and how
they are wise. They are examples of how we should be wise.

Section 7: Tread and Travel (Proverbs 30:29-30)

Another numerical proverb talks about four things that are stately in their walk
and describes them.

Section 8: Cover Your Mouth! (Proverbs 30:32-33)
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This proverb is set as a conditional statement that warns the person who devises
evil with his mouth. Pressing his hand against his mouth will present
foolishness and evil.

Proverbs of King Lemuel (Proverbs 31:1-9)

A mother knows her son the king is not be wise in his dealings. She asks
questions, an unusual feature in Proverbs (Proverbs 31:1).

In a native command, she tells him not to give his strength to others. This
comes in the form of drinking strong drink as a leader and king (Proverbs 31:2-
7). Wine and strong drink are for specific purposes.

She says he should only open his mouth as a leader to speak for the oppressed
or to judge rightly (Proverbs 31:8-9).

The Virtuous Woman (Proverbs 31:10-31), An
Alphabetical Proverb

Each verse of this proverbs has the first and following letters of the Hebrew
alphabet (23 letters but 22 letters here because Sin and Shin are combined) from
Proverbs 31:10-31.

This poetic proverb praises the wife or woman whose virtues are complete as
the Hebrew alphabet.

« She is trustworthy (Proverbs 31:10-12)

Proverbs 31:10-12

An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart
of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him
good, and not harm, all the days of her life.

» She is industrious and provides (Proverbs 31:13-15)

Proverbs 31:13-15

She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like the ships of
the merchant; she brings her food from afar. She rises while it is yet night and
provides food for her household and portions for her maidens.

« She works hard for everything she has (Proverbs 31:16-19)

Proverbs 31:16-19
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She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a
vineyard. She dresses herself with strength and makes her arms strong. She
perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night.
She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle.

» She is generous to everyone (Proverbs 31:20-21)

Proverbs 31:20-21

She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is
not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household are clothed in
scarlet.

« She dresses for success (Proverbs 31:22-25)

Proverbs 31:22-25

She makes bed coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her
husband is known in the gates when he sits among the elders of the land. She
makes linen garments and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant.
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come.

« She is praised for her wisdom and valor (Proverbs 31:26-29)

Proverbs 31:26-29

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her
tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread
of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praises her: “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.”

Proverbs 31:30-31

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be
praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the
gates.

The proverbs finishes with the “moral of the story,” that a woman (or anyone)
who fears the Lord will be praised and received the results of her hard work and
wise living.

Discussion (30 minutes)

Discussion Questions

What were some of your favorite proverbs we read and talked about today?
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What did you think of the only alphabetical proverb in the book (Proverbs
31:10-31)?

Application (10 minutes)

Proverbs for Today

Is there anything we can help you with, a decision you have to make or action
you have to take?
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