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Assorted Proverbs Part 1 (Proverbs 10:1-22:16) 

Jonathan Srock / General 

Wisdom for Today 

  

Opening Prayer (5 minutes) 

Teaching (45 minutes) 

How to Read and Understand Proverbs 10-31 

Proverbs 10-31 is difficult for many of us to read and interpret because they are 

made up of short, one sentence pithy statements, most of them situational. 

We are used to reading the Bible in chunks that make sense together and build 

off of one another. Instead, we can find problems that seem to contradict one 

another on the same subject. 

We have very little context to guide us. That’s because the proverbs are not 

where the wisdom is. They provide examples of wisdom, but true wisdom is in  

knowing which situation to apply which proverb to. 

That is how we must approach the proverbs of chapters 10-31. Sometimes we 

will see just the short, two-part sentence in which the first line sets the 

foundation and the second line interacts with us through contradiction, better 

than statements, or in some other way interacts with it. 

I will try to show examples of these throughout our study of these chapters. 

Organizing Proverbs 10-31 

Some scholars have tried to find a way to organize these proverbs that seem like 

this jointed, assorted proverbs. They have tried seeing a wordplay or similar 

words as imposing different sections, literary devices to see how the proverbs 

together, and other ways. 

There is no satisfactory, schematic approach to these organizational schemes. 

At times, it seems that these approaches might work, but most of the time it 

seems like a subjective approach. 
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The best way to understand Proverbs 10-31 is to continue to see them as 

assorted proverbs that apply to different situations at different times. That will 

be our approach as we look at each of these chapters. I will provide examples 

from each chapter on different topics. 

Proverbs from Chapters 10-22:16 

Proverbs 10 – Speech 

(Proverbs 10:11, 13, 18-21, 31-32) 

Proverbs 10:11 ESV 

The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked 

conceals violence. 

Proverbs 10:18–21 ESV 

The one who conceals hatred has lying lips, and whoever utters slander is a 

fool. When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains 

his lips is prudent. The tongue of the righteous is choice silver; the heart of the 

wicked is of little worth. The lips of the righteous feed many, but fools die for 

lack of sense. 

Proverbs 11 – Wealth, Finances, and Generosity 

(Proverbs 11:1, 4, 7, 15-16, 18, 24-26, 28-29, 31) 

Proverbs 11:15–16 ESV 

Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer harm, but he who 

hates striking hands in pledge is secure. A gracious woman gets honor, and 

violent men get riches. 

Proverbs 11:24–25 ESV 

One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should 

give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one 

who waters will himself be watered. 

Proverbs 12 – Reputation 

(Proverbs 12:2-4, 7-9, 12-13, 20, 23, 26, 28) 

Proverbs 12:2–4 ESV 

A good man obtains favor from the LORD, but a man of evil devices he 

condemns. No one is established by wickedness, but the root of the righteous 
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will never be moved. An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she 

who brings shame is like rottenness in his bones. 

Proverbs 12:26 ESV 

One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads 

them astray. 

Proverbs 13 – Discipline and Desire 

(Proverbs 13:1, 4, 12-14, 18-19) 

Proverbs 13:12–14 ESV 

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 

Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself, but he who reveres 

the commandment will be rewarded. The teaching of the wise is a fountain of 

life, that one may turn away from the snares of death. 

Proverbs 13:18–19 ESV 

Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction, but whoever heeds 

reproof is honored. A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul, but to turn away from 

evil is an abomination to fools. 

Proverbs 14 – True and False Witnesses 

(Proverbs 14:2, 5) 

Proverbs 14:2 ESV 

Whoever walks in uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is devious in his 

ways despises him. 

Proverbs 14:5 ESV 

A faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies. 

Proverbs 14 – Guidance 

(Proverbs 14:12, 28) 

Proverbs 14:12 ESV 

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

Proverbs 14:28 ESV 

In a multitude of people is the glory of a king, but without people a prince is 

ruined. 

Proverbs 15 – The Fear of the Lord 
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(Proverbs 15:16, 33) 

Proverbs 15:16 ESV 

Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble with it. 

Proverbs 15:33 ESV 

The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before 

honor. 

Proverbs 15 – The Inner Life and the Lord 

(Proverbs 15:3, 8-9, 25-26, 29) 

Proverbs 15:3 ESV 

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the 

good. 

Proverbs 15:29 ESV 

The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous. 

Proverbs 16 – Plans and Decisions 

(Proverbs 16:3, 7, 9, 17, 25, 29, 31, 33) 

Proverbs 16:7 ESV 

When a man’s ways please the LORD, he makes even his enemies to be at peace 

with him. 

Proverbs 16:9 ESV 

The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps. 

Proverbs 16:25 ESV 

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

Proverbs 16:31 ESV 

Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life. 

Proverbs 17 – Relationships 

(Proverbs 17:1, 6, 9, 13-14, 17, 21, 25) 

Proverbs 17:1 ESV 

Better is a dry morsel with quiet than a house full of feasting with strife. 

Proverbs 17:6 ESV 

Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their 

fathers. 
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Proverbs 17:17 ESV 

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 

Proverbs 17:25 ESV 

A foolish son is a grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him. 

Proverbs 18 – Fools and Wickedness 

(Proverbs 18:2-3, 5-7) 

Proverbs 18:5–7 ESV 

It is not good to be partial to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of justice. A 

fool’s lips walk into a fight, and his mouth invites a beating. A fool’s mouth is 

his ruin, and his lips are a snare to his soul. 

Proverbs 19 – Slackers and Laziness 

(Proverbs 19:15 24) 

Proverbs 19:15 ESV 

Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger. 

Proverbs 19:24 ESV 

The sluggard buries his hand in the dish and will not even bring it back to his 

mouth. 

Proverbs 19 – Generosity 

(Proverbs 19:6, 17) 

Proverbs 19:6 ESV 

Many seek the favor of a generous man, and everyone is a friend to a man who 

gives gifts. 

Proverbs 19:17 ESV 

Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for 

his deed. 

Proverbs 19 – Anger 

(Proverbs 19:11-12) 

Proverbs 19:11–12 ESV 
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Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense. 

A king’s wrath is like the growling of a lion, but his favor is like dew on the 

grass. 

Proverbs 20 – Kings and Leadership 

(Proverbs 20:2, 8, 26, 28) 

Proverbs 20:2 ESV 

The terror of a king is like the growling of a lion; whoever provokes him to 

anger forfeits his life. 

Proverbs 21 – Pride 

(Proverbs 21:2, 4, 13, 16, 24) 

Proverbs 21:4 ESV 

Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin. 

Proverbs 21:24 ESV 

“Scoffer” is the name of the arrogant, haughty man who acts with arrogant 

pride. 

Proverbs 22 – Rich and Poor 

(Proverbs 22:2, 4, 7, 9, 16) 

Proverbs 22:2 ESV 

The rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is the Maker of them all. 

Proverbs 22:4 ESV 

The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life. 

Proverbs 22:9 ESV 

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the 

poor. 

Discussion (30 minutes) 

Discussion Questions 

We’ve covered a lot of ground today, and there is so much more! What has 

struck you as an interesting topic in these chapters? 
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Has anything surprised you about what the problems we have looked at say? 

What is one topic you have noticed repeat over and over? 

Application (10 minutes) 

Proverbs for Today 

Is there a proverb that stuck out to you, something that applies to your situation 

today? 

What is a current situation you need wisdom for? Can we help you? 
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