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Week 7 Gift of Speaking in Tongues Part 2 

Jonathan Srock / General 

All about Speaking in Tongues Life Group 

  

 Opening Prayer (5 minutes) 

Teaching (45 minutes) 

Six Principles for Operating in the Gift of Tongues 

(continued) 

• Use the Gift of Tongues in an Orderly Manner (1 Corinthians 14:33, 40) 

1 Corinthians 14:33 ESV 

For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of 

the saints, 

• From the beginning of creation when the Spirit hovered over the 

chaotic waters to His working among the members of His Church, the 

Holy Spirit has been bringing order. 

• It’s an affront to God to cause confusion in our services. Peace can only 

come through the order the Spirit brings to us all. Out of reverence and 
respect to Him, we must do our best to control ourselves and let Him 

lead. 

• The gifts used “in the flesh” and out of order from the leading of the 

Holy Spirit in our services is just as bad as quenching the Spirit, 

keeping the gifts from operation, and spiritual leadership. 

1 Corinthians 14:40 ESV 

But all things should be done decently and in order. 
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• “Decently and in order” refers to decently with synonyms include 
“proper, respectfully, and becomingly” and in order with the idea of 

everything being in its proper place. 

• These images give us the clarity to realize that God expects things to 
be like Himself. Campus and confusion go against God’s designed 

operation among us. It’s not that He cannot handle it but that He 

cannot speak through the noise to His people. 

• We must be the kind of people that want to be ministered through by 

the Spirit and to aid Him as much as it is possible with us. We will talk 

in the next session about quenching the Spirit and what that means. 

• If we misunderstand or do not practice these principles and the 

rationale behind them, we will be in the Spirit’s way and be fighting 

against His goals and desires for the Church. 

• Don’t Forbid Speaking in Tongues (1 Corinthians 14:39) 

1 Corinthians 14:39 ESV 

So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking 

in tongues. 

• We may not understand why Jesus chose speaking in tongues as one 
of the gifts of the Spirit, the sign of Spirit baptism, or a prayer language 

to have our spirits, but we must not deny or quench something He has 

put in place. 

• We could be in danger of stopping something the Spirit uses to speak 

to His Church on His terms. I don’t want to be in that boat. 

• You will never understand all the gifts of the Spirit. But this one seems 
to be the strangest of all the gifts. We are not meant to understand 

everything the Holy Spirit does in us. But we must obey Him and not 

limit Him. That’s the only way we will learn from Him and each other. 

Can You Control the Gift of Speaking in Tongues? 

• Some Bible teachers say you cannot control the gifts of the Spirit. Because 

they are given by the Spirit, He controls you. But you cannot control the gift. 
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• The problem with this is that Paul explicitly teaches that you can control the 
gift. He says that the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets (1 

Corinthians 14:31-32). We can take this as a principle that is true for all the 

gifts, not just the gift of prophecy. 

• Paul says that while everyone comes into the service ready to minister with 

their gifts, those with the gift of speaking in tongues must take turns and 

have someone to interpret, or they should remain silent (1 Corinthians 14:27-

28). This shows control of the gift. 

• Besides that, the principle of orderly worship before a God of order (1 
Corinthians 14:33a, 40) means that the Spirit leads the service and uses the 

gifts through people as He wishes. However, that would mean you can 

control your gift and choose whether or not to use it even when He prompts 

you. 

• This is why we have phrases like “using the gift in the flesh.” This refers to 

using it out of order and because you wished instead of following the Spirit’s 

lead. 

• You have autonomy over your gift, but you should be listening to the Spirit 

and using your gift when He prompts you. You must learn to work in 

harmony and concert with the Holy Spirit. 

Grieving and Quenching the Spirit 

• Grieving the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) 

Ephesians 4:30 ESV 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption. 

• What does it mean to grieve the Holy Spirit? It sounds very serious 

because we have such a close relationship with the Holy Spirit dwelling in 

us and being a seal of our salvation. 

• The word for grieve here is very interesting. It has on the one hand a sense 

of anger and judgment (to vex, irritate, offend, and insult) while the other 

side of it is the motion of sadness or even to inflict pain. 
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• We must remember the Holy Spirit is a Person and He can be offended, 
vexed, and insulted by our speech and behavior. He works so hard with us 

to work out our salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 4:12-13) 

and help us become sanctified. 

• More than becoming angry with us for how we speak and act, it’s even 

more sorrowful for us when we make Him sad or that we have hurt him by 

our behavior. I honestly don’t know which is worse. It’s almost like when a 
child breaks something on purpose and expects a parent to be angry 

when the parent surprises the child with sadness at his behavior. 

• The context refers to Christian living in general. This command to not 

grieve the Holy Spirit is couched in the middle of talking about two 

subjects in the Christian life in particular: anger and speech. 

• Isn’t it interesting that speech is one of the things that grieves the Holy 

Spirit? We have talked about one of the possibilities for why we speak in 

tongues when we are baptized in the Spirit being that the Spirit takes 

control of the one thing we cannot control – our tongue. 

• You can grieve the Holy Spirit when you don’t let out the Christian life. But 

it is especially grievous when we do not have redeemed speech that 

glorifies God. 

• When we are angry, we say the wrong things and make very bad 

decisions. We are not controlled by the Holy Spirit in our anger. Were 

controlled by motions we cannot control. 

• The doors of speech and anger can make us say and do things we 

immediately regret but that cannot be taken back. We anger the Holy 
Spirit before we ruin the relationships we in danger with unholy speech 

and unrighteous anger. 

• We need to have the self-control of the Spirit, one characteristic of the 

fruit of the Spirit. This is why we need His control above all else. 

• Quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19-20) 

1 Thessalonians 5:19–20 ESV 

Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, 
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• Quenching the Spirit is not the same as grieving Him. Quenching has a 

specific meaning toward the gifts of the Spirit. 

• The word “quench” has the meaning of “causing to cease to function, 

extinguish.” Quenching the Spirit causes Him to cease functioning in the 

gift He wants to use for the body of Christ. 

• The Holy Spirit is often symbolized by fire, and to quench the Spirit is to 

make His fire stop in His Church. This is a most grievous action. But it is 

not a sin. 

• Quenching the Spirit refers specifically to those who despise prophecies 
(the gift of prophecy in action). But it refers to all the gifts of the Spirit. To 

cause Him to stop ministering by His gifts in us is to quench His work. 

• A very important distinction we must make about quenching the Spirit is 
that it is not a sin in the sense that if we “miss the Spirit’s leading” or do 

not use our gift when He prompts us, we have not sinned. We have only 

either disrupted a service or did not realize He wanted to minister through 

His gifts in us. 

• Do not feel like you have sinned if you have missed the Spirit or not 

spoken when He prompted you. If you are new to your gift or learning how 
to use it better, you will make these mistakes. Learning to use your gift 

more effectively is not sinning. 

Sensing the Prompting of the Spirit 

• The Holy Spirit prompts different people in different ways. 

• Many get an impression that they are to use their gifts. This could be a 

sensitivity to a feeling the Spirit places within you. 

• Some have a physiological sensation like the hairs on the back of their 

back standing up, sweaty palms, or other sensations. 

• Some may hear the Spirit saying that He wants them to use their gift. 

• Whatever way the Spirit prompts you, you must use your gift in obedience 

to Him. 

https://www.logos.com/
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• You need to learn how the Spirit prompts you to use your gift because He 
may not always minister through you the same gifts you are used to being 

used in. 

• For instance, if the person who normally is used in a certain gift is not 
present, but the Holy Spirit once to use that gift, He may use you in 

that gift. 

• You must be able to hear the voice of the Spirit and follow His lead 
despite what He wants you to do. If you just expect to minister in the 

same gifts a spiritual gifts assessment told you you have, you will not 
realize the leading of the Spirit if He directs you to use another gift 

unfamiliar to you. 

Tongues and Prophecy in a Service 

• Paul describes the “dance” between the gifts of tongues and prophecy 

during a service (1 Corinthians 14:26-33). 

1 Corinthians 14:26–33 ESV 

What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a 

revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 
If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, 

and let someone interpret. But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them 

keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. Let two or three prophets 
speak, and let the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is made to another 

sitting there, let the first be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that 

all may learn and all be encouraged, and the spirits of prophets are subject to 
prophets. For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches 

of the saints, 

• Some pastors and churches do not want to deal with the “messy” nature of 

spiritual gifts in a service, so they forbid them all together. 

• We must be careful not to do this because it is considered “quenching the 

Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19-20). 

• Paul teaches in 1 Thessalonians 5 to not quench the Spirit, but to test 

every prophecy and hold fast to the good. This requires Spirit-led church 
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leaders who are in tune with the Spirit as He leads and gives them 

direction concerning the use of these gifts in a service. 

• A service does not have to be messy if the leadership and everyone in the 

congregation listens to the Spirit as He leads and prompts each one with 

the gifts He has given to each to minister to the congregation as a whole. 

• The challenge is for the pastor and church leadership to be led by the Spirit 

and to be spiritually mature enough to handle whatever the Spirit wants to 

do in a service. 

Different Approaches to the Gifts in a Service 

• Some pastors and church leaders are okay with allowing the Holy Spirit to 

speak through people as the services happening. 

• Other pastors and church leaders would like to know if a prophecy will fit 

what the Spirit is doing at the time. Some prophecies and other gifts may be 

for a specific time that may not fit the service dynamic. 

• The gift of tongues with interpretation is hard to bring the church leadership 

before it happens because it tends to flow with the service. One person may 

have the gift of tongues while another may have the interpretation. 

• It’s easier to allow the Spirit to direct these two gifts, but the other gifts of the 

Spirit can be brought before the pastor before they are given to the whole 

body. 

• A few times in my life, God has given me a prophetic word or a word of 

wisdom or knowledge to share. I have shared it with the pastor of a 

church instead of just giving it in a service. 

• Once or twice the word has been for a church I did not attend on a regular 

basis. I trust the pastor to know the time that his right to share that 

message with the congregation. 

• These are a couple of examples where a gift can be used with church 

leadership being informed before the gift was given. Know how church 
leadership operates, but first follow the Spirit. He is ultimately in charge of 

every worship service. 
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Discussion (30 minutes) 

Application (10 minutes) 
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