Week 1 History of Speaking in Tongues

Jonathan Srock / General

All about Speaking in Tongues Life Group

Opening Prayer (5 minutes)

Teaching (45 minutes)

Tongues in History

+ Speakingin tongues did not cease at the end of the first century when the
Bible is finished, and then show up all the sudden in the early 1900s. This is
just some recorded history of speaking in tongues throughout the ages.

« Much of this reporting | owe to a man who put his research paper online. Are
also several other websites in resources you can go to read more details.
Indiana Bible College.

« Church Fathers (2nd-4th century)

+ Irenaeus (about 160-220) wrote about the gifts and speaking in tongues
still operational.

« Tertullian (160-220) had followers prophesying and speaking in tongues,
writing against a heretic to produce the same God-ordaining activity.

+ Augustine (354-430) wrote that they were still laying hands on people to
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

« Dark/Middle Ages (5th-15th century)

» Much of the writing about speaking in tongues during this time is written
by Roman Catholics. It contains many documents referring to heresies of
people speaking in tongues.
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St. Hildegard (12th-century) could speak in other tongues, and entirely
unknown language.

St. Vincent Ferrer could be understood in certain regions that he
ministered.

Two Catholic saints who was miraculously endowed with the gift of
speaking in tongues to reach his area for Christ.

« The Reformation (16th-20th century)

Martin Luther was said speaking in tongues and prophesy.

Jansenists (1705), a Catholic group condemned for speaking in tongues in
France.

The Cevennes in France were said to have spoken in tongues and have
what we might refer to as revival services.

John Wesley and George Whitefield recorded instances of tongues among
their revivals and services.

The Society of Friends, Quakers in the 18th century experienced speaking
in tongues and a quaking in England.

The Shakers also experienced prophetic utterances and speakingin
tongues.

Irvingites (1825), Presbyterians in England spoke in tongues as part of
their services.

In America, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints had an article
of speaking in tongues.

One group of people were speaking in tongues in D. L. Moody’s ministry.

There are so many more instances, and then in 1901, Charles Parham
tasked his Bible college students to search the Scriptures about speaking
in tongues. After their study, one woman was baptized in the Holy Spirit
and spoke in tongues, followed by many in the class.

1906 - Azusa Street in Los Angeles - great revival that had people
speaking in tongues and sent out many missionaries.

Page 2. Exported from Logos Bible Software, 7:40 PM August 20, 2023.



https://www.logos.com/

+ The 1900s have many Pentecostal groups springing up.

« From about 1960-1967, the Charismatic Movement affected mainline
Protestant denominations such as Presbyterians,, Episcopalians,,
Baptists, and Roman Catholics. One feature of this renewal was speaking
in tongues and baptism in the Holy Spirit.

+ Various revivals throughout the 19th and 20th centuries are marked by
the experience of speaking in tongues and healing miracles.

Denominational Beliefs about Tongues

Pentecostal and Charismatic beliefs include speaking in tongues. Some
nondenominational churches also have Pentecostal/charismatic roots,
doctrines, and experiences.

Reformed theology is found in Baptist, Presbyterian, and other Protestant
groups which firmly reject speaking in tongues as a gift that has ceased.

Roman Catholics may hold the belief that speaking in tongues is a demonic
activity and needs to be exorcised.

Tongues among Pentecostals and Charismatics

Classic Pentecostal Doctrine - Speaking in tongues is the initial physical
evidence of the baptism of the Spirit.

Other Pentecostal Views - Speaking in tongues can be one of the signs of the
baptism in the Spirit.

Charismatic Beliefs on Tongues - Speaking in tongues is one of the
experiences of the Spirit.

Pentecostals and Charismatics are so closely together on the doctrines and
practices of speaking in tongues that there is virtually no difference.

The only true different that Pentecostals have in many cases developed their
own theology whereas Charismatics have stayed with them their old
denominational theological frameworks and have experienced the baptism
in the Spirit and exercise the same theological and experiential effects of the
Spirit.
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Tongues and Cessationism

Cessationism is the belief that came in tongues and the gifts of the Spirit
have ceased at the end of the first century, with the death of the original
apostles, or There with the completion of the Bible.

Cessationists cite 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 as a proof text for this claim.
Although most people understand 1 Corinthians 13 as The Love Chapter, and
often use it in marriage ceremonies, the original context of this chapter is
wedged between a chapter on the spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12) and a
chapter on prophecy and speaking in tongues as gifts to be used during a
church service (1 Corinthians 14).

1 Corinthians 13:8-10

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.

+ Paul mentions the gifts of prophecy, speaking in tongues, and knowledge
(a word of knowledge) that will “press away.”

« They focus on the word “perfect” as the completion of the Bible. The
Greek word here is TéAelov. This word refers to the end or goal. It can even
refer to the end times.

« What it has never referred to in the Bible is the completion of the Bible
itself. The interpretation of many public Gospels is that “the Perfect”
refers to the second coming of Jesus.

+ Prophecy still exists within the Church. Prophetic words are spoken from
the pool that anytime a pastor, teacher, or person speaks against the
culture, the Church culture, or anything against God.

+ A word of knowledge, or knowledge itself, still exists and is advancing at a
faster rate than ever. Anytime a person speaks to an issue in a person’s
life, that is a word of knowledge. It is often followed by a word of wisdom
about how to deal with the information.

+ Iftwo of these three gifts of the Spirit are still in operation, indeed any of
the gifts of the Spirit (including administration, hospitality, and other gifts
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of the Spirit mentioned in other parts of the Bible (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Peter
4:10-11; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10), speaking in tongues is still
in operation today.

+ Other debate points they bring up have to do with the idea that the gifts were
no longer necessary once Scripture was written.

« The apostles were the only ones who could write Scripture because they had
met with Jesus when He walked on the earth. When they wrote Scripture,
there was no need for input from the Spirit on church matters. The New
Testament gave the guidance of the apostles.

« Anoverall rejection of ALL the gifts of the Spirit is illogical. They would have
to reject the fact that pastors and teachers are both gifts of the Spirit to the
Church (Ephesians 4:11). Every gift to mentioned in the Bible would have to
have ceased in the first century. The Church cannot function without the gifts
of the Spirit.

Tongues in the Old Testament

« The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)

Genesis 11:6-9

And the Lorbp said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one
language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that
they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and
there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s
speech.” So the Lorp dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth,
and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because
there the LorD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LorD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

« Why did God confuse the languages of the people? What was their sin?

« They congregated in one city. God told them to fill the earth (Genesis
1:28;9:1).

+ They wanted God on their terms. They wanted Him to come down to
them. That’s why they designed the ziggurat.
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+ God seems to be saying that people united in language have great power
to do whatever they want.

+ Historians and Bible scholars tell us that people built a ziggurat, a
structure designed to walk up into the clouds and invite a deity to
come down from heaven.

+ The people dispersed because they cannot understand one another.
Language brings people together.

+ Thesignificance of the Tower of Babel in light of Pentecost in Acts 2 is
that God reunites people with one language to glorify Him. Language is
a powerful tool, and how we use it is important.

+  When we use unity to do our own thing, God will create ways to
separate us. But when we are united by His Spirit, He can do great
things in His name with His people dedicated to Him and His purposes.

+ Tongues or Prophecy?

+ Whether a person prophesied or spoke in tongues as a sign of the Spirit
coming upon them is not clear.

+ Prophecy As a Sign of the Spirit Coming upon People
« The Elders of Israel and Moses (Numbers 11:24-25)

Numbers 11:24-25

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LorD. And he gathered
seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. Then
the Lorp came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit
that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit
rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

« When God “puts some of His spirit” on them, the elders prophesied.
Even two men the camp who could not make the meeting began
prophesying.

« The Bible says they did not continue to prophesy, but only for a
time.

« Saul among the Prophets (1 Samuel 10:9-13)
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1 Samuel 10:9-13

When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all
these signs came to pass that day. When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group
of prophets met him, and the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied
among them. And when all who knew him previously saw how he prophesied
with the prophets, the people said to one another, “What has come over the son
of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” And a man of the place answered,
“And who is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb, “Is Saul also among
the prophets?” When he had finished prophesying, he came to the high place.

+ Notice that God changed Saul’s heart, but nobody can see that.
Instead, what they can see is him prophesying among the prophets.

+ Whether a person prophesies over beaks in another tongue, there
must be a visible sign of the Spirit’s control and coming upon a
person.

« Ecstatic Speech

+ Considered uncontrolled prophecy or speaking in tongues by a prophet
taken over by Yahweh or the gods of the nations.

+ Inonesense, many prophetic utterances could have been “ecstatic
speech.” The prophet did not speak or record a prophecy until “the word
of the Lord came.” This means God -controlled what was said, how it was
said, and when it was said.

« However, the prophet could control it if he or she so wished. We know this
from Jonah, who refused to do what God called him to do. Also, Paul
affirms in the New Testament that the “spirits of prophets are subject to
prophets” (1 Corinthians 14:32).

+ Tonguesin the Prophets

+ Isaiah speaking in tongues? (Isaiah 28:10, 13)

Isaiah 28:10
For itis precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon
line, here a little, there a little.”
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+ Most Bible versions translate this phrase by Isaiah, “Precept upon
precept, line upon line.” | wish they would tell me where they get that,
because that’s not what it says.

+ Ifyou look atitin Hebrew, Isaiah keeps saying the same syllables over
and over. If you wrote tongues out, it might look like this.

+ Some suggest Isaiah was making fun of prophets who made up
ecstatic utterances, or if he was pointing to the people with an
unknown speech (Isaiah 28:11; 33:19) the Israelites would not
understand.

« Joel prophecy (Joel 2:28-29)

Joel 2:28-29

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in
those days | will pour out my Spirit.

Peter in his sermon added “In the last days,” referring to the time
starting on the Day of and the cost and going until the end times
begin at the rapture.

Pouring out the Spirit often happened on three groups of people:
kings, prophets, and priests as they performed the duties of their
office in dedication to the Lord. These were very small groups of the
population.

The great promise of the Joel prophecy is that God will open the
point of His Spirit upon ALL flesh. There are no exceptions.

Prophecy, dreams, and visions are all signs of God’s supernatural
activity by His Spirit. We know from further revelation in the New
Testament that these are just the beginning of the Spirit’s activity.

« Prophecies of the new covenant

« Jeremiah is the only one to say “new covenant” (Jeremiah 31:33-34).
He does not explicitly mention anything about prophecy or speaking in
tongues.
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+ Ezekiel prophesied a new spirit and the indwelling of Spirit (Ezekiel
36:26-27).

Ezekiel 36:26-27

And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And | will
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to
obey my rules.

«  “Anew spirit” probably refers to the desire to love and serve God.

+ God says “I will put My Spirit within you.” This is the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. How God does this is further it rained at the Day of
Pentecost in Acts 2:1-41.

Discussion (30 minutes)

Application (10 minutes)
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