
1 

 

The Big Picture of Scripture 
Spring 2022 Life Group 

Week 1 

 

Crimson Thread of the Bible 

 

The Crimson Thread, as we will speak of it, refers to the bloodline of the Bible that shows God’s 

redemptive acts and purposes. It’s a way to see how God has acted to bring life after the death 

sin causes. 

 

Crimson Thread of Scripture, Part 1 

Genesis 

The First Promise (Genesis 3:15) - “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.””  

 

Couched in the curse reflected in Adam and Eve’s sin pronounced by the Lord is the 

protoevangelion (first gospel). The serpent’s offspring is Satan and the woman’s offspring is 

Jesus. Satan will strike Jesus’ heel, putting Him on the Cross. This perhaps refers to the nails in 

His feet. But Jesus will strike the head of Satan with the ultimate victory of destroying him. 

 

The First Sacrifice (Genesis 3:21) – “And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife 

garments of skins and clothed them.”  

 

It’s not obvious the first time you read it, but God sacrificed an animal for Adam and Eve and the 

sin that made them feel their nakedness. They covered themselves with leaves that weren’t 

enough. We try to fix our sins but are covering is not enough. How could God make garments for 

them? Where did he get the skins to make garments? He had to sacrifice an animal to get skins to 

make garments. Many believe this animal was a lamb. 

 

Cain and Abel know to make offerings to the Lord. Adam and Eve probably told them about 

God’s first sacrifice for their sin. So far, God does not require these offerings to be animal 

sacrifices. They do not require the shedding of blood yet. God has regard for Abel’s offering not 

because it is from his flock, but because his heart was pure before the Lord. The Lord tells Cain 

that his offering would be accepted, “If you do well” (Genesis 4:7). 

 

Blood is important to the Lord because our life is in our blood. When Cain kills Abel, the Lord 

tells him that his brother’s blood cries out to Him from the ground (Genesis 4:10). So blood will 

be the ultimate sacrifice for sin, which leads to death. The only way to pay for sin is to give the 

lifeblood. 
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When God establishes His covenant with Noah, He tells Noah he can eat animals. But he must 

not eat an animal with its life in it, that is the blood. 

 

“But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. And for your lifeblood I will require a 

reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a 

reckoning for the life of man. “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, 

for God made man in his own image.” (Genesis 9:4–6, ESV)  

 

God initiates eternal covenants with humans with the lifeblood. God is always the initiator of 

these covenants, and they last as long as the initiator lives. Thus, all God’s covenants with 

humans are still in effect today. 

 

God initiates a covenant with Abraham and an animal is sacrificed to initiate the covenant 

(Genesis 15:9-11; 17-21). Once again, blood was shed to make the covenant. 
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Covenants of the Bible 

 

Part 1 

 

What’s a Covenant? 

A covenant is an agreement between two parties to share a relationship with one another. These 

can be alliances, loyalty agreements, and any other form of formal relationship. We see many of 

these throughout Scripture. 

 

This requires a commitment between the two parties, and a commitment to oneself for entering 

the agreement. If one party violates the covenant, there are usually consequences written into the 

covenant. An example of this is the blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 28. 

 

To make a covenant (cut a covenant) you need: 

1. A relationship. Covenants don’t have to initiate relationships but a relationship must be in 

place to form a covenant. 

2. Specific language for making the covenant (“cut a covenant”) because of how the 

covenant is made. 

3. Binding or legal status to a relationship begun a formal, solemn ceremony. Contracts can 

be started without this component. 

4. Involves a commitment, oath, or promise along with signs or witnesses. For Abraham and 

the Jewish people, circumcision is a sign of the covenant they have with God. 

 

People called making a covenant “cutting a covenant” because making covenants in the Old 

Testament required cutting an animal in two halves and walking between them. The person was 

saying, “Let me end up like this animal if I violate the covenant.” 

 

Today, contracts have replaced covenants. These serve two different purposes. Contracts are in-

oriented while covenants are relationship-oriented. Contracts supply a service or product. 

Covenants form of oil relationship between two parties. Covenants require faithfulness and loyal 

love. 

 

God describes the relationship He wants to build with people throughout the Bible through 

covenants. He has declared over and over through Scripture, “I will be their God and they will be 

my people” (Exod 6:7; Jer 24:7; 31:33; Ezek 11:20; 37:27; 2 Cor 6:16; Heb 8:10; Rev 21:7). 

 

Progressive Revelation – as you read through Scripture from beginning to end, God gives deeper 

meaning and more precise understanding of His plan of redemption. 
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Old Testament 

 

God’s Covenant with Noah (Genesis 6-9) 

The circumstances for God’s covenant with Noah begin with humanity becoming more and more 

violent and wicked (Genesis 6:5, 11-13). So God sends the Great Flood as His judgment for 

human wickedness. 

 

Cutting a covenant initiates it. Establishing a covenant verbally affirms it. God establishes his 

covenant with Noah (Genesis 6:18; 9:9, 11, 17). God establishes or affirms His covenant with 

Noah. 

 

“And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth. The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every 

bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into 

your hand they are delivered. Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave 

you the green plants, I give you everything. But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its 

blood. And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and 

from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. “Whoever sheds 

the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image. And you, 

be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”” (Genesis 9:1–7, ESV)  

 

 

God’s Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, 17, 22) 

God begins by promising Abraham a son as an heir, becoming the father of many nations, and a 

land of his own. 

 

“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 

your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 

me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, 

“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And 

behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son 

shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 

stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he 

believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. And he said to him, “I am the 

LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” But he 

said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”” (Genesis 15:1–8, ESV)  

 

After God’s promises, God commands Abraham to gather the animals needed to sacrifice to 

initiate the covenant that will confirm these promises with Abraham’s obedience. The next 

section of Genesis 15 is the ceremony of the covenant. 
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“When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 

passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To 

your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the 

land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,” 

(Genesis 15:17–20, ESV)  

 

All the components needed for a covenant appear here. Earlier, God caused a deep sleep to fall 

over Abraham (Genesis 15:15). He had already commanded Abraham to get the animals for the 

sacrifice (Genesis 15:9-10). 

 

The smoking pot and flaming torch represent the presence of the Lord. We have seen elsewhere 

in the Bible that God is a consuming fire (Deuteronomy 4:24; Hebrews 12:29) and His presence 

has come down and fire on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:18-20). He led the Israelites through the 

wilderness in a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21-22). God Himself is passing through the 

halves of the animal. 

 

God makes His promises to Abraham official through making a covenant, literally cutting a 

covenant, as the animals are cut in half, the sacrifice of the animal and cutting it signifying the 

blood that must be spilt for the covenant to be made. Then God confirms everything he has said 

by promising land to Abraham. 

 

The Sign of the Covenant (Genesis 17) 

To confirm the covenant God has made with Abraham, He commands Abraham and his entire 

household to be circumcised (Genesis 17:9-14). After God gives Abraham more detailed 

promises, Abraham follows through in obedience (Genesis 17:23-27). 

 

God has the responsibility in the covenant relationship to supernaturally open Sarah’s womb and 

give Abraham an heir. Through fulfilling this promise, God also makes Abraham the father of a 

great nation. God then makes it possible for Abraham’s descendents to own the land He has 

promised. 

 

But Abraham also has responsibilities in this covenant relationship. He must be obedient to God 

by bearing the sign of the covenant and making sure his descendents do. He must be a blessing to 

the nations. He must be God’s representative and represent God’s principles. 

 

Covenants have responsibilities for both parties. Failure to fulfill one’s side of the covenant 

responsibilities allows the other party to dissolve the covenant. This is called breaking the 

covenant. Only the one offended can forgive the other party. 
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Canon of Scripture, Torah/Pentateuch, Genesis-Deuteronomy 

 

Canon of Scripture 
The Bible is arranged into two testaments referring to the old and new covenant. The Old 

Testament, all 39 books, begins with creation, the flood, the patriarchs, and ending with the last 

words spoken by the prophets to Israel. The New Testament begins after 400 years of God’s 

silence toward Israel with John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, the life and ministry of Jesus 

in the Gospels, and ends with the prophetic revelation of Jesus by John in the end times. The 

Holy Spirit inspires the books of the Bible. The Holy Spirit breathed the words and ideas in these 

books meant for all time for the saints. 

 

Old Testament Canon 

 

Introduction 

The Old Testament is also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. It covers the time from the very 

beginning of all creation up to the Intertestamental period. This was the time of God’s silence 

until the time of the New Testament, covering about 400 years. The Old Testament is full of all 

kinds of genres of literature. Containing 39 books, almost all of it was written in the language of 

Hebrew. From the Exilic period, Aramaic is also used. The rich narrative and poetic language of 

Hebrew flows through each page. The Hebrew Scriptures were canonized by the Israelites and 

there are almost no questions as to their authentic nature and inspiration. It’s narratives, poetry, 

historical accounts and prophetic oracles span most of Israel’s history and provide the backbone 

for understanding the New Testament. 

 

Canon Arrangement 

The Christian Old Testament canon is arranged differently than the Hebrew canon. The Hebrew 

Scriptures are arranged in three sets. The first set is called the Torah and contains the first five 

books written by Moses. The second set is called the Canticum or the Writings including the 

historical books, wisdom literature, and poetry. The final section is called the Navi’im were the 

Prophets including the major and minor prophets. The last two books of the Hebrew Bible are 

first and second Chronicles because they were written after the exile and return to Israel. 

 

The Christian Old Testament canon is broken up into five sections. It begins with the Pentateuch 

(Torah). Next comes the historical books, and then the wisdom literature. Next is the poetic 

literature followed by the two sections of the major and minor prophets. A book like 

lamentations, which is technically a song, is arranged after Jeremiah because it is believed that 

Jeremiah wrote this song. First and second Chronicles are arranged along with the historical 

books. Although grouped a little differently than the Hebrew Scriptures and sometimes having 

different chapter and verse numbers, both arrangements contain the whole of the Old Testament. 
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New Testament Canon 

The New Testament, or new covenant, contains 27 books in five categories. It begins with the 

Gospels, theological biographies of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection, Church History 

in the book of Acts, 13 of Paul’s letters, 8 General Epistles written by various authors, and 

Prophecy in John’s Revelation. 

 

The New Testament writings began in the mid-to-late 50s AD were completed in 95/96 AD. 

They have genres ranging from narratives, expositions, poetry, and prophecy. The Gospels give 

the core of Jesus’ life and ministry. Acts describes Jesus’ ministry through His body, the Church. 

The epistles expound the meaning of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. And the prophecy of 

Revelation shows what will happen in the future. 

 

The Church sought to codify the New Testament Canon through a series of church councils, 

finally defining the Canon as it stands today in its 27 books. Many modern scholars attempt to 

make it look like man decided on the Canon. But at each of these councils, the Church sought to 

come in agreement with the Holy Spirit. The last Council that codified the New Testament 

Canon occurred in 325 AD, the Council of Nicaea. But the 27 books as the New Testament 

Canon can be seen in documents as early as 127 AD, the Moratorium Fragment. 

 

Torah/Pentateuch (5 Books) 
Pentateuch is a combination of two Greek words that mean "Five Scrolls." These first and 

foundational five books of the Bible are also called the Torah, Hebrew for law or instruction. 

These five books contain the covenants, the patriarchs, the laws of God, the laws for Israel and 

the foundations of the nation of Israel, God's chosen people. They describe the beginning of 

Israel in Abraham and the patriarchs, as well as Israel's God-led exodus out of slavery in Egypt, 

the formation of the nation at Mount Sinai, the law God laid down for their nation, and the 

promises for the land that would be theirs. It also contains the lessons learned in the wilderness 

between God's rescue in Egypt and Moses' death, ushering in new leadership by Joshua to take 

the land. 

 

Most likely, Moses wrote the Pentateuch while traveling with Israel for 40 years in the 

wilderness. Many of the laws look forward to living in the Promised Land. They include case 

laws as examples, standard laws for all time, moral, civic, and ritual laws, and narratives about 

the patriarchs and Israel in the wilderness. Moses did not write every section of the Pentateuch. 

There are times when towns are named by modern Israelites, probably editing for current readers 

of their time. Moses also did not write sections of high praise for him. Joshua probably wrote of 

Moses’ death at the end of Deuteronomy. But the vast majority of the Pentateuch was written by 

Moses.  
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Genesis 

 

Author: Moses 

Date: 1400-1360 BC  

Purpose: To tell the beginnings of creation, the Fall and wickedness, recreation through the 

flood, the nations, the nation of Israel, and the trip to Egypt. 

Key People: Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph 

Key Passages: Genesis 1:26-27; 12:1-3; 39:9; 50:20 

 

Outline 

I. The Beginning of the World (1 – 11) 

A. Creation and the Fall of Humanity (1 – 3) 

B. The First Murder, Cain’s and Adams Genealogies (4 – 5) 

C. Noah, the flood and Re-Creation (6 – 9) 

D. The First Great Nations and the Tower of Babel (10 – 11) 

II. The Beginning of Israel (12 – 39) 

A. Abraham, the Father of Faith (12 – 23, 25) 

B. Isaac, The Father of Peace (24 – 27) 

C. Jacob, the Father of Hope (28 – 36) 

D. Joseph, the Man of Destiny (37 – 39) 

III. The Blessing of Israel in Egypt (40 – 50) 

A. Joseph’s Rise to Power (40 – 41) 

B. Joseph and His Brothers (42 – 45) 

C. Joseph’s Family in Egypt (46 – 50) 

 

Summary 

As the first book of the Bible, Genesis tells the beginnings of everything from creation itself to 

the fall of humanity to the first murder to God’s first judgment to the beginning of the nation of 

Israel and beyond. Its original Hebrew name is Berashit (Heb. bear*a*sheet) is taken from the 

first word of the book, meaning “In the beginning.” It chronicles the life and times of the 

patriarchs of Israel, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. The book starts at the creation narrative, 

taking us through the flood in Noah’s time to the beginning of the nation of Israel with Abraham. 

This book lays the foundation for the rest of the Bible. It takes us from ancient times to the 

current time of its author, Moses. It explains much of what the Old Testament will reference. 
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Exodus 

 

Author: Moses 

Date: 1400 BC 

Purpose: To describe the Exodus from Egypt, the formation of Israel as a nation, the giving of 

God’s laws, and the layout of the tabernacle. 

Key People: Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Pharaoh 

Key Passages: Exodus 13:21-22; 14:13-15 

 

Outline 

I. Israel in Egyptian Bondage (1-2) 

II. Israel Freed and the Law Given (3-23) 

III. Pattern for the Tabernacle Given (24-31) 

IV. Israel Breaks the Law (32-34) 

V. The Tabernacle Built (35-40) 

 

Summary 

As the second book of the Pentateuch, Exodus picks up 400 years after Genesis ends. The 

descendents of Jacob are living in the land of Goshen amidst the Egyptians. After 400 years of 

living in the land of Egypt God raises up Moses to be the leader of Israel. As God’s agent Moses 

stands before Pharaoh and is used by God to show that He is the true God of the whole world. 

God moves by His mighty hand to create plagues that test the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart and 

eventually bring His people out of Egypt. “Exodus” is Greek for “going out.” God takes this 

ragtag band of slaves and turns them into His nation that represents Him among the nations. God 

gives them laws and cultural rules that set them apart from the world around them. He begins to 

prepare them to go into his promise land. Exodus not only tells us that historical account of the 

making of His nation but begins to lay down His Torah. 
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Leviticus 
 

Author: Moses 

Date: 1400 BC 

Purpose: To give instruction to Israel on how to make sacrifices pleasing to the Lord and 

practice holiness according to the law. 

Key People: Moses 

Key Passages: Leviticus 11:45; 19:18 

 

Outline 

I. Laws about Offerings (1-7) 

II. Laws about the Priesthood (8-10) 

III. Purification Laws (11-22) 

IV. Laws about the Feasts (23-24) 

V. Laws about the Land (25-27) 

 

Summary  

The third book of the Pentateuch, Leviticus is one of the hardest books for Christians to read 

through. Many find its repetition of the how to’s of sacrificial law and ceremonial law hard to 

read continuously. The whole book focuses on about a year as Israel encamped around Mount 

Sinai to receive these laws. Leviticus refers to the Levites and their service as priests and trustees 

of the tabernacle and temple. This book lays out the differences between the Canaanites and the 

Israelites. As God’s nation on earth, they were to practice their religion much differently than 

nations around them. Because God is holy they were to also live holy both as His representatives 

and to be able to have His presence in their midst.  

 

Today most Christians apply the Levitical laws as principles for how we live. Sacrificial laws 

show how Jesus is the perfect sacrifice and great high Priest. The writer of Hebrews in the New 

Testament clarifies how Christians are to use these laws as principles of holiness. Jesus changed 

the way Christians view the Levitical laws. Many of them have been fulfilled through his 

sacrifice and ministry. But these laws show how much holier God is than us. 
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Numbers 
 

Author: Moses 

Date: 1400-1360 BC 

Purpose: To organize the camp of Israel for military service and service throughout the camp. 

Key People: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Caleb 

Key Passages: Numbers 6:24-26; 32:13 

 

Outline 

I. Beginning at Mount Sinai (1-9) 

II. From Mount Sinai to Kadesh (10-19) 

III. From Kadesh to Moab (20-39) 

 

Summary 

As the fourth book of the Pentateuch, Numbers is also a hard book for Christians to read through. 

Most of the book is concerned with numbering the Israelites in the wilderness and showing how 

God has made a great nation out of slaves. It shows how even in the wilderness God has been 

faithful to grow the people into their current number. Numbers is also a record for military 

service. In preparation for taking the Promised Land the military leaders would need to know 

how many available soldiers there were in the army. Interspersed throughout the book of 

numbers are small historical accounts of Israel’s dealings in the wilderness. 
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Deuteronomy 
 

Author: Moses 

Date: 1360 BC 

Purpose: To recount the wilderness wanderings for the second generation of Israelites and 

prepare them to take the Promised Land and settle in it. 

Key People: Moses, Joshua 

Key Passages: Deuteronomy 6:5; 33:27 

 

Outline 

I. Remember Israel in the Wilderness (1-4) 

II. Obey God’s Law (5-27) 

III. Take Heed for the Future (28-34) 

 

Summary 

As the last book of the Pentateuch, Deuteronomy is the final address of Moses to the people of 

Israel before they enter the Promised Land. “Deuteronomy” comes from two Greek words 

meaning “second law.” He speaks to the second generation of Israelites in sermonic fashion who 

will take Canaan for their home. Much of the book rehashes Israel’s time in the wilderness, their 

growing relationship, and continuing revelation of God to His people. For a new generation 

Moses stresses the historical narrative of Israel’s history, describing the importance of continuing 

under the covenant that God has placed between Him and His people. Moses challenges Israel to 

remain faithful to God especially as He blesses them with the land of Canaan as the Promised 

Land. 


